GROUP
PRESS RELEASE
October 2023

NIABLA, NEW CANAL + ORIGINAL SERIES
DIRECTED BY ALEX OGOU

UNE SERIE CANAL+ ORIGINAL

The only African series selected during the latest edition of the La Rochelle Fiction
Festival, NIABLA is the new CANAL+ ORIGINAL series produced by Alex Ogou.

A true social thriller in eight 52-minute episodes, NIABLA follows Sia, a young woman who decides to
reconnect with her past by returning to her hometown of Abidjan. However, as soon as she arrives, her half-
sister suddenly disappears... Powerful, captivating and gripping, NIABLA is available from 16 October on
CANAL+ PREMIERE.

Diving into the heart of nighttime Abidjan against a backdrop of drug trafficking and prostitution networks,
the screenplay of NIABLA is the fruit of a trio of original authors: Aude Forget, a young Franco-lvorian
director, Anthony Martin, French actor and screenwriter, and Gauz', a major Ivorian writer who won an

award for his works DEBOUT-PAYE and CAMARADE PAPA.

As for production, this is the work of Alex Ogou, already responsible for successful CANAL+ ORIGINAL
series such as INVISIBLES, CACAOQO and, recently, OBATANGA.

NIABLA features a line-up of endearing, mysterious or merciless characters, played by people from different
backgrounds. At the top of the bill, we find two of the authors, Aude Forget and Gauz', surrounded by maijor
actors such as Pol White (SECTION DE RECHERCHE, OSS 117 and recently in OASIS..), Christelle Gougoué
(OBATANGA, LES COUPS DE LA VIE) and Bienvenue Koffi, Stéphane Sebime and Ephraim Oka...



Finally, NIABLA is a unique co-production combining the expertise and know-how of the fiction series of
PLAN A, directed by Alex Ogou, and the quality and inventiveness of French producers UPSIDE TV (Vivendi
Group) and COUSINES & DEPENDANCES.

The series also enjoyed the support of POLAR+, a CANAL+ Group channel.

Nathalie Folloroux, Director of CANAL+ CHANNELS, explains: "NIABLA is a remarkable piece
of writing, direction, acting and production... | congratulate and thank all the teams who helped create NIABLA
which, I'm sure, will be a hit with our viewers across the continent and beyond!"

Alex Ogou, director and co-producer of the series, adds: "Producing and directing NIABLA was
a real challenge on every level. From financial to artistic, we had to find the right tone to bring together all
the ambitions of this series. Whether on the question of sisterhood, illness (sickle cell anaemia) and including,
of course, the urban thriller..."

The producers from UPSIDE TV and COUSINES & DEPENDANCES conclude: "There's no point
creating if you don't invent. Producing NIABLA has been a long, exciting adventure of discovery and
innovation. These stories are often the best, the ones that always leave their mark on our lives."

TECHNICAL AND ARTISTIC DATA

GENRE: SOCIAL THRILLER

DURATION: 8X52 MINUTES

COUNTRY: IVORY COAST

PRODUCTION: PLAN A, UPSIDE TV, COUSINES & DEPENDANCES

PRODUCERS: ALEX OGOU, SEBASTIEN DEURDILLY, JEAN LAURENT BODINIER, YANN GIRARD, MARIE ETCHEGOYEN
CO-PRODUCTION: CANAL+ INTERNATIONAL

FABRICE FAUX - NATHALIE FOLLOROUX - CECILE GERARDIN - MADDY MANDERSCHEID - FRANCK KRAMOH
PRE-PURCHASING: POLAR+

JUDITH SAKAROVITCH - LOUISA BOURGHIAS - MYRIAM ESNOUF

SCREENPLAY: AUDE FORGET, ANTHONY MARTIN, GAUZ'

DIRECTOR: ALEX OGOU

CASTING: AUDE FORGET, CHRISTELLE GOUGOUE, GAUZ', STEPHANE SEBIME, EPHRAIM OKA, POL WHITE, MERYL PRUNELLE
AKPATA, EMMANUELLE KONE, JEAN THIBAULT, BIENVENUE KOFFI, MAHOULA KANE, FRANCK PYCARDHY, KIMY STARS, EVE
GUEHI

BROADCAST INFORMATION: FROM 16 OCTOBER AT 8.30PM ON CANAL+ PREMIERE
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CANAL+ Group, a subsidiary of Vivendi, is a major player in the creation and distribution of content worldwide,
with 25,5 million subscribers, a presence in more than 50 countries and 7 600 employees on every
continent. CANAL+ Group has 9,5 million subscribers in France and 7,6 million in Africa. It is the leading
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channels, with 130 linear and non-linear channels produced in-house. It aggregates major thematic channels and
global content platforms such as Netflix, Disney +, Paramount+, Apple TV+ and DAZN. With 3.5 billion euros
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funder in France and Poland), and series (including more than 50 original series per year in more than 15
languages). With  the support of its subsidiary ~STUDIOCANAL, which  owns 14 production
companies, including 13 in Europe and one in the United States, CANAL+ Group is the leading producer
and distributor of feature films and TV series in Europe. It holds a catalogue of more than 8 00O titles from more
than 60 countries. Finally, it is also a key player in digital with its CANAL+ /myCanal app, whose international
deployment is accelerating, with a presence in some thirty countries to date.



